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SECRET JIDDA 3249 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (SHEAR, HAROLD), MARR.XF, SA, US, SO 
SUBJECT: SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA 

REF: A. JIDDA 3197 (NOTAL) 

B. JIDDA 3234 
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BEGIN SUMMARY: 

IN CALL BY CINCUSNAVEUR ON SAUDI MINDEF PRINCE SULTAN, 
ADMIRAL SHEAR MADE POINT THAT DISTURBINGLY HIGH LEVEL 
OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN RED SEA/GULF OF ADEN GREATLY FACILITATED 
BY SOVIET INSTALLATIONS IN SOMALIA ABOUT WHICH US HAD EX- 
TENSIVE INFORMATION. SULTAN SAID THIS OF GREAT CONCERN TO 
SAUDI ARABIA AND THAT SOMALI PRESIDENT DURING RECENT VISIT 
HAD CATEGORICALLY DENIED THE EXISTENCE OF SOVIET BASE 
FACILITIES. HE HAD OFFERED SAUDIS TO SEND AN INSPECTION 
TEAM TO VERIFY THIS. SULTAN SAID OFFER WAS NOT MADE WITH 
EXPECTATION IT WOULD BE ACCEPTED AND SULTAN DID NOT GIVE 
IMPRESSION THAT SAG WAS IN FACT DETERMINED TO TAKE SIAD BARRE 
UP ON IT. SULTAN ASKED IF WE COULD PROVIDE CORROBORATIVE 
INFORMATION ON EXISTENCE OF BASES. ADMIRAL ASSURED SULTAN 
THAT INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO NAVAL INTELLIGENCE WOULD BE 
GIVEN TO AMBASSADOR AKINS. 

END SUMMARY 

1. DURING CALL BY CINCUSNAVEUR ADMIRAL SHEAR ON MINISTER 
OF DEFENSE AND AVIATION PRINCE SULTAN BIN ABD AT.- AZIZ 
MAY 7, ADMIRAL REMARKED THAT ARABIAN PENINSULA OCCUPIED 
A MOST STRATEGIC LOCATION, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARDS TO 

ITS PROLONGED EASTERN AND WESTERN COASTLINES. SULTAN 
BROKE IN TO EXPRESS HIS AWARENESS AND FULL AGREEMENT WITH 
THIS CONCEPT. ADMIRAL WENT ON TO SAY THAT AS COMMANDER 
OF ALL U.S. NAVAL UNITS IN EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST HE 
RECEIVED EXHAUSTIVE AND ACCURATE INFORMATION DAILY ON 
SOVIET MOVEMENTS IN THE RED SEA, THE GULF OF ADEN, AND 
THE INDIAN OCEAN. IT WAS APPARENT TO HIM THAT THE DIS- 
TURBINGLY HIGH LEVEL OF SOVIET ACTIVITY WAS CENTERED 
PARTLY UPON THE SOVIET STRONG POSITON IN ADEN, BUT EVEN 
MORE IMPORTANTLY UPON THE EXTENSIVE SOVIET FACILITIES IN 
SOMALIA AT BERBERA. IN BERBERA THE SOVIETS HAD A SIGNIFICANT 
NAVAL BASE, COMMUNICATIONS CENTER, A LARGE MILITARY AIR- 
PORT, AND ALL OF THE SUPPORT FACILITIES NECESSARY FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF THESE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 

2. SULTAN SAID THIS WAS A MATTER OF UTMOST CONCERN TO THE 
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SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT (SAG). HE NOTED PRESIDENT SIAD 
(WHO DEPARTED SAUDI ARABIA MAY 5) HAD IN A FINAL COMMUNIQUE 
CATEGORICALLY DENIED THE EXISTANCE OF ANY SOVIET BASE 
FACILITIES IN SOMALIA (REF B). SIAD HAD EVEN ASKED THE 
SAUDIS— IF THEY DOUBTED HIS WORD-TO SEND AN INSPECTION 
TEAM TO SOMALIA TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES. SULTAN SAID 
THE WAY THE OFFER WAS MADE, IT OBVIOUSLY WAS NOT MEANT 
TO BE ACCEPTED. AFTER SIAD HAD BADE THIS STATEMENT, 
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SULTAN SAID THE SAG HAD IN PRIVATE STRONGLY PRESSED 
SIAD ON THIS ISSUE, AND HE HAD REITERATED HIS CATE- 
FORICAL DENIAL OF A SOVIET BASE PRESENCE. 

3. SULTAN REMARKED THAT SAUDI ARABIA HAD SEVERAL POINTS 
OF FRICTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF SOMALIA. THEY DOUBTED 
FOR INSTANCE WHETHER THE POLICY OF THAT STATE WAS 

IN FACT BASED UPON THE ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS CODE (SHARP AL- 
AS SIAD REPEATEDLY ASSURED THEM. BUT SULTAN SAW THE 
ISSUE OF SOVIET INFLUENCE AND PENETRATION AS OVEREACHING. 

HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE MOST REGRETTABLE NOW THAT THE 
SOVIET UNION S PRESENCE IN EGYPT HAD BEEN REDUCED THANKS 
TO ANWAR SADAT, IF IT WERE ALLOWED TO REESTABLISH ITSELF 
AT THE OTHER END OF THE RED SEA. SULTAN SAID THE SAG 
WOULD NOT OF COURSE OBJECT TO AN ARAB GOVERNMENT 
BUYING ARMS FROM ANY SOURCE IT WISHED, EAST OR WEST; 

OR RECEIVING EXPERTS TO TRAIN ITS TROOPS IN THE USE OF 
SUCH WEAPONRY. BUT WHEN THE FOREIGN PRESENCE ASSUMED 
BASE PROPORTIONS, THAT WAS ANOTHER QUESTION, BECAUSE 
SAUDI ARABIA WAS AGAINST FOREIGN MILITARY BASES IN 
THE ARAB WORLD. 

4. PRINCE SULTAN ASKED ADMIRAL SHEAR IF HE COULD PROVIDE 
HIM WITH CORROBORATIVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOVIET PRE- 
SENCE IN BERBERA, AND SPECIFICALLY REPORTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS. 

SULTAN REMARKED SUCH A REQUEST HAD ALSO BEEN MADE OF 
AMBASSADOR AKINS, AFTER THE AMBASSADOR' RECENT MEETING 
WITH KING KHALID (REFTEL A). 

5. ADMIRAL SHEAR ASSURED PRINCE SULTAN THAT THE INFOR- 
MATION IN THE HANDS OFU.S. NAVAL INTELLIGENCE WAS COPIOUS 
AND ACCURATE, AND HE WOULD SEE THAT AMBASSADOR AKINS 

RECEIVED WHAT WAS AVAILABLE. HE SUGGESTED THAT UPON STUDYING THE MAT 
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TERIALS, SULTAN MIGHT WISH TO TAKE UP THE SOMALI OFFER AND 
ACTUALLY DISPATCH A TEAM TO SOMALIA TO SEE WHAT THE SITUA- 
TION WAS LIKE ON THE GROUND. SULTAN SAID THIS MIGHT BE 
DONE; HE ADDED THE ISSUE OF A SOVIET PRESENCE WOULD IN THAT 
CASE ALSO BE FURTHER DISCUSSED BY SAUDI ARABIA AND SOME OF 
ITS ARAB NEIGHBORS. 

6. WITH REGARD TO THE PDRY, SULTAN NOTED THERE WERE SOME 
SENSITIVE POLITICAL CONTACTS BETWEEN THE SAG AND THE GOV- 
ERNMENT IN ADEN AND SAID HE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY 
INFORMATION ABOUT THAT COUNTRY WHICH WE WOULD REGARD AS 
SIGNIFICANT. SULTAN NOTED THAT AS PART OF THE SAG’S 
EFFORTS TO CONTROL RADICAL INFLUENCE IN THE BAB 
AL MANDEB AREA, IT HAD RENTED FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS 
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THE ISLAND OF PERIM TO ASSURE ITS OCCUPATION BY ARAB 
TROOPS. 

7. OTHER TOPICS IN ADMIRAL SHEAR'S CONVERSATION WILL 
BEDISCUSSED IN SEPTELS. AKINS 

SECRET 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY BASES, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975JIDDA03249 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750161-0936 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750570/aaaaclwb.tel 

Line Count: 174 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 75 JIDDA 31 97 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 APR 2003 by Izenbel0>; APPROVED <1 6 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA 

TAGS: OVIP, MARR, XF, SA, US, SO, (SIAD BARRE, MOHAMED), (SHEAR, HAROLD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



